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Burgoyne too fell to the bombs and the Galla, who stripped
him and cut him about.
Starving and waterless and rotting with wounds, a few
thousand men struggled into Korem on Lake Ashangi at the
end of February. Many came to the British Red Cross
Unit to be attended in the first days of March. The
Emperor, who moved north at speed when he realised the
importance of the assault on Amba Aradam, heard every
bitter detail when his car arrived at Cobbo. Mulugeta
and his son dead : Makonnen and his son dead : Wodaju
wounded : the whole centre of Shoa shot to pieces and
the Italian way clear to Amba Alagi.
Their mass-destruction north of Amba Alagi finished, the
aeroplanes began their search for the Emperor again. On
the 24th of February they bombed the road north of Dessye,
on the 25th south of Amba Alagi to Koram, on the 26th
they smashed up the Dessye aerodrome and next day
dropped high explosive and, for the first time so far south,
yperite along the road from Amba Alagi to Cobbo and
Waldia. The drastic operation of the 27th was carried out
by ten of their largest machines.
Advancing still in cautious battle formation, the ist
Army Corps reached Amba Alagi on the 28th. Not a shot
was fired on them. They occupied the crest at eleven in
the morning and raised the flag of Savoy.
Haile Selassie reached the three caves slit in the side of
the rock at Korem. He moved into them his wireless and
the furniture of his Secretariat, his camping equipment and
anti-aircraft machine-gun ; finally a set of sewing machines
and piles of satin and cotton sheeting. Twenty lorries accom-
panied the Emperor, with his little set of cannon and his
reserve munitions.
The arms were put in another cave. The British Red
Cross Unit followed to Alomata, where they encamped a
few miles south of the Emperor's new headquarters on
March 3, and dealt with a hundred and thirty mustard
gas cases—burns of all description on head, arms, legs,
faces, of which the Ethiopians were terrified.
Badoglio did not repeat his % error of January and attack
the Tembien with forces inferior, however slightly, to those
of the Abyssinians. The natural attraction of the battlefront

